CHAPTER   Vm
THE SAINTS AND PROPHETS OF MAHARASHTRA
saint ramdas, the spiritual adviser of the great Shivaji,
is reported to have exhorted Shivaji's son, Sambhaji, to follow
the footsteps of his father, and the advice he gave on this occa-
sion was tersely summed up in two sentences—"Unite all who are
Marathas together,*' and "Propagate the Dharma (religion) of
Maharashtra/* The first advice represents the leading feature of
the political movement which assumed its final shape under
Shivaji's leadership, and the second points no less clearly to the
religious development which was at the same time going on all
over the country, and of which the political movement was itself
only a reflection. The point naturally arises for consideration—
what Ramdas could have meant by recommending this second
feature of Shivaji's policy, and exhorting Sambhaji to propagate,
not the Vedic, Puranic, or the Hindu religion generally, but the
religion of Maharashtra. What was there so particular and dis-
tinct in the religious belief of his contemporary countrymen which
so strikingly attracted Ramdas's notice, and was deemed by him
to be a sure remedy for securing the salvation of his people under
the terrible misgovernment of Sambhaji about the close of the
seventeenth century? The close connection between the religious
and political upheaval in Maharashtra is a fact of such importance,
that to those who, without the help of this clue, have tried to
follow the winding course of the growth of Maratha power, the
purely political struggle becomes either a puzzle or dwindles down
into a story of adventures, without any abiding moral interest Both
European and Native writers have done but scant justice to this
double character of the movement, and: this dissociation of the
history of the spiritual emancipation of the national mind accounts
for much of the prejudice which still surrounds the study of the
Maratha struggle for national independence.
We propose accordingly in this chapter to trace in rough out-
line the history of this religious upheaval in Western India. Out
main sources of information will be the voluminous biographies
of the saints and prophets of Maharashtra, written by one of our
own poets, Mahipati, towards the close of the last century, long
before British influence was felt in these parts as a factor of any
importance. Like the political struggle for independence, the reli-
gious upheaval was also not the work of a single man, or even of
a single century. Its early commencement can be traced even
anterior to the Mahomedan conquest of the Deccan. Under the

